A Resolution on the Inclusion of Prayers for our Enemies in Common Worship
Resolved, that the 126th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Oregon encourage all congregations and agencies affiliated with the Diocese to actively and intentionally seek to include prayers for the well-being and salvation of our enemies, both personal rivals as well as enemies of the nation, in our rites of public worship. And, be it further
Resolved, that individuals in positions of leadership in our public worship, both clergy and lay, be encouraged and empowered to amend the Prayers of the People using the prayers provided with this resolution (see attached) – or similar language appropriate to the form – during the portion of the prayers interceding for those who suffer and those in any trouble. And, be it further
Resolved, that individual worshipers in our congregations be similarly encouraged by those who minister to their pastoral needs to actively and intentionally pray for their enemies in their own, personal prayer lives.
An Explanation

“For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome” -1 John 5:3

In the gospel accounts of Jesus' ministry, one finds what may seem to be a surprisingly small number of direct commandments given by Jesus to his followers. We know that the Lord often preferred to speak in parables, providing complex metaphors about the Kingdom of God and how we ought to live our lives in preparation for it. These parables tend to require the Christian to think critically about their meaning and allow us both to navigate situations that may be morally ambiguous, and learn something new upon each encounter with them. The direct commandments that Jesus does give in the gospels form the solid foundation of the Christian faith, a foundation which sets the Church apart from the ways of the flesh that kept us shackled to sin before the coming of our redemption.

Sadly, it is to our discredit and shame as a Church that we find ourselves sorely neglecting one such commandment in our common worship: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” -Matthew 5:44. Aside from one optional bidding in Form V of the Prayers of the People – a bidding which, I imagine, we would all have to rack our memories to remember ever hearing – there are no prayers for our enemies ordained for our regular, common worship. This absence is a disservice to ourselves, to our parishioners, to our Lord, and to our world.

On a planet that continues to be devastated by war, disease, famine, and poverty despite abundant wealth and advancement, the fervent love and prayer of the faithful has never been more vital. We cannot continue to pray for peace and justice without also seeking to love, understand, and pray for the misguided and traumatized people who perpetuate human rivalry, violence, persecution, and revenge. Prayer isn't just something that can change the world, it is the only thing that can change the world. I believe in the power of prayer, not just because I know that my God hears the petitions of my inmost soul and longs for me to be at peace with myself and those around me, but because through prayer I am able to bend my base desires and align them to God's desires. If, through prayer, we might come to love and understand our enemies, then maybe, just maybe, that love will heal their hearts and ours.
Respectfully submitted,
Silly Buns
Appendix: Suggested Language for Inclusion in the Prayers of the People

Below are several suggestions for prayers to include in the various forms of the Prayers of the People. I have made efforts to make each prayer meld into the language and conventions of the form in which it belongs. Please feel free to use, edit, or amend any of the prayers below for your own use, or substitute the thoughtful work of members of your own congregations. If anyone has suggestions for changes, or suitable prayers to be used in other forms such as the Holy Eucharist Rite I, Holy Baptism, Morning and Evening Prayer, etc. you are more than welcome to contact me through the office at my parish. Depending on the response to this resolution from the parishes of our diocese I would love to forward it on to other dioceses or even, God willing, General Convention for consideration by the entire Church, so any feedback is greatly appreciated. Thank you!

Form I: For our enemies and the enemies of our nation (especially ________) and for all those who wish us harm, let us pray to the Lord;
Lord, have mercy.
Form II: I ask your prayers for those who do evil, for the cruel and the unjust, and for all who harm or persecute the innocent, that they might receive the love of God and see the error of their ways.

Pray for your enemies.
Form III: We pray for our enemies, and those who persecute us;
That their hearts might find compassion and peace.
Form IV: Have mercy on the hardhearted, and those who have lost their way through years of conflict. Help us to love them as ourselves, and seek to understand the pain that they bear.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Form VI: For our enemies, and those who persecute us;
For all who are cruel, violent, and oppressive.
